My Three Years in America

touch the profits of war industry. He afterwards repeatedly
told mo that he had spoken as energetically in London against
the blockade, which was a broach of iulenuitionai law, as against
the submarine war in Berlin, Both these types of warfare
were repugnant to the warm, sympathetic heart of Colonel
House, He could not understand why women and children
should die of hunger or drowning in order that the aims of an
imperialist policy, wlurh 1m condemned, might bet attained,
At the same time he was convinced that neither of these typcn
could decide the war, but would only servo to rouse in both the
combatant countries a boundless hat ml which would certainly
stand in the way of future co-operation in tlu*. work of restoring
peace* In many of his remarks at that time, Colonel House
proved to be right, &im:e the war was dttndtnl mainly by the
entry of America and this consequent overwhelming superiority
In men, money and material*
Meanwhile, as a result of the tntftic in munitions, feeling
in Germany had turned sharply against ilus Unit**! States*
Our position with regard to this question was very unfavourable
as we had no legal basis for complaint. The t&iust* of the Hague
Convention winch permittiul such traffic had hwn included
in the second Hague Convention at our own suggestion. Never-*
thekss it was natural that the one-sided support of our enemies
by the rapidly growing American war industry roused strong
feeling in Germany. As a result there began a controversy
with the American Government similar to that with England
during the war of 1870-71, Even in the United States there
was a considerable minority which disapproved ol the munitions
traffic, though on moral rather than political or international
grounds. It goes without Haying that the agitation of this
minority was supported in every way by the German repre-
sentatives. There was no law in America to prohibit such
support, which could not, moreover, be regarded an a breach ol
American neutrality. It is true that in this way a few Germans
got themselves into an awkward position because they were
suspected of stirring up t)m German-Americans, who tc>gether
with the Irish played a leading part in the agitation, against
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